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Recently, | was pondering the great prophecy ofi@an70 weeks (9:20-27) that lays out the timerfeafor
Christ’'s coming nearly 2000 years ago (70 weeks/gafs/week = 490 years). There are several ighas to
when Daniel’'s 70 weeks prophecy began. We wilufoon the more prevalent views. One view uses the
Gregorian calendar (365 day solar year) with 45BB&C. being the starting date. Another view usés'444
B.C. for the starting date but yields different clusions depending upon whether the Gregorian dale{865 day
year) or Jewish calendar (360 day year) is used] The 445/444 B.C. dates more closely fulfill ueements for
the rebuilding of Jerusalem and its walls, with 84€. being the preferred date. [4]

The Jewish calendar (360 day year) model first @sed by Sir Robert Anderson in his classic presental he
Coming Princeand Dr. Harold Hoehner’s refinement of Andersonésws in his workChronological Aspects of
the Life of Christ(360 day sabbatical year), provide the best mfmdtedlompletion of the first 69 weeks of
Daniel’'s 70 weeks. [5, 6] The first 69 weeks (4&2ang) of this prophecy are connected with the éoshing of
Christ, and the 7Dweek (7 years) is associated with the time thatéatiately precedes the second coming.

Gabriel’'s great prophecy to Daniel is fascinating deserves close scrutiny by all Bible studentgfddus,
however, will be directed at the beginning dateDaniel’'s 70 weeks rather than how this prophecy litarally
fulfilled by Christ. Is it possible that the promlyeof Daniel’'s 70 Weeks is linked to God’s prophetlan for
Israel’s return to its land during the™and 28" centuries? Before pursing this idea, some additibackground
will be helpful. We can then build a model thahoects Daniel’s prophecy with the times in whichawe living.

In 1998, | published a book call@imeline 200Q7], which gives several examples of God’s inta@ctvith his
chosen people throughout Jewish history betweef B0C. and 2000 A.D. In order to better understidneddates,
history, and background for the timeline chartsyould be helpful to review a copy ®fmeline 2000These
Jewish chronology charts reflect God’s presencenduhe Egyptian Bondage, the 400 Silent YearsQleat
Reformation, and Israel’s return to her land oeé¢hseparate occasions. They also show how Godeleasusing
40, 80, 400, 430, and 480-year time cycles to cautyHis dynamic, redemptive plan for the Jewisbpgbe.
Consequently, these time cycles paint an intergstimd intriguing portrait of God’s fingerprints ahdnd upon
Jacob’s (Israel) descendents and their homelamay dlarough the centuries, for the past 4000 years.

Around the middle of the ocentury, Edwin R. Thiele, (1895-1986), a professiaBiblical studies at Andrews
University, Barrien Springs, Michigan, completediadepth study of the dating methods used by Jaaah
Israel from the division of Solomon’s kingdom tetfall of Jerusalem, a period covering over 300 gear.
Thiele, whose research was the basis for his dalatisssertation at the Oriental Institute of thawnsity of
Chicago, helped establish several critical “absotigtes” of events in the Old Testament, which were
subsequently used in my chronological frameworkTioneline 200@&ndthe Jewish timeline charts. [8, 9, 10]

On May 14-15, 1948, Israel officially returned asadion a third time to the land given by God ta#@iam, Isaac,
and Jacob over 3,500 years ago. If the startingtpor Daniel’'s 70 Weeks prophecy is 444 B.C., agppsed
above, and we use the Gregorian calendar (365 &y for the method of calculation, we arrive ahsmotable
landmarks in European and Jewish history (i.eQhesat Reformation and Israel’s return to their Janid should
be emphasized that these findings in no way suggastply that anything prophetically will happdmd year,
next year, or at anytime in the future. Only Godwas the future.
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The Lord said in Mark 13:31-33'Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my wordgl sttd pass away. But of
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, nottigels which are in heaven, neither the Son, bFtther.
Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not vilnetime is.” As stated clearly by Jesus in Matthew (24:36)
and Mark, no man knows the day or the hour of ldimiag but the Father only. The same Jesus, howeasr
very angry with the Pharisees and Scribes for rsmedning‘the signs of the timeséand for not knowing the
“time of their visitation” (Matthew 16:1-4, Luke 19:41-48). [11, 12]

Charles Dickens’ noveh Tale of Two Citigswvhich describes the conditions in London and<RariLl775, in some
ways describes the times in which we are livifilg:was the best of times, it was the worst of inilewas the age
of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it waseioch of belief, it was the epoch of increduiitwas the season
of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it wassftreng of hope, it was the winter of despair, \&€ lkverything
before us, we had nothing before us\We are currently living in challenging and provtiea times that deserve
close scrutiny by students of the Bible, with speemphasis on the prophetic scriptures. May wé béadike the
Bereans whdsearched the scriptures dailyand like the children of Issachdnat had understanding of the
times” in order to know what to do (Acts 17:11, | Chrdesc12:32).
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